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These animals
may also have

keyed out under
‘animals with tails’

If your animal is less than 2 mm long,
study these drawings. If it is not here, it
may be the young of one of the larger

animals on the chart.Springtails

Wing cases
meet in the

middle
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You should try to count the
segments. Don’t guess!

Is the case 
made of leaves,
twigs, sand or

stones?

Does it
have tentacles at

the end of the
body?

Does it have
a flat body which
slides along the

bottom?

Does it move
by looping along
with the help of 

a sucker?

Does it 
live in a case

or shell?

Small and
delicate

Look like
a long
wiry hair

This Blackfly larva
sometimes moves by
looping and can be
mistaken for a leech -
see fly larvae on next
page

Here’s some
useful information!

Fly larvae have less than 15 
segments and are usually like worms

or maggots. Some have a head.

If it has a long, hairy tail it
is an Alderfly larva – see

next page!

Don’t confuse prolegs
with jointed legs

Prolegs look like fleshy stumps -
they don’t count here

Jointed legs
can bend

Cranefly larva
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Very short
spiky tails

These are gills,
not legs

Water Stick
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Water
Scorpion

Does it  
have more than 

8 jointed legs 
(4 pairs)?

Is the 
animal a fast 

swimmer with the body
flattened from side to

side?
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Swimming
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We may have
prolegs All those

with legs
follow me!

Only
6 legs?

Come on
– follow

me!
No tails?
This way!

Here at
last!

There are many different kinds of
fly larvae living in fresh water. 

Some of the kinds which you are 
most likely to find are shown here.

This way!
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May not have a silver
air film over body

Small – may be less
than 2 mm long
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No
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If you have a very tiny
animal (less than 2 mm)

miss the trail and go
straight to the end of

the key (‘small animals’)
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Is it long
and thin with at

least 15 body
segments?

Does it 
have big claws 

on the front pair 
of legs?

Does it
have legs?

Does it have
jointed legs? 
(see below)

Does it have
more than 6
jointed legs?

Does it 
have one or 
more tails?

Do the 
short tails end
in hooks? Look

carefully!

Does it 
have more than

one tail?

Is the tail
feathery?

Are the two
tails more than
half as long as 

the body?

Does it
have two

tails?

Are the tails
longer than the

width of the
body?

Are the 
tails thin and 

hairy, body often 
with gills along 

each side?

Does it run
or skate on the

surface?

Can you see
body segments on

the back of its
abdomen?

Does it
swim on its

back?

Do the
wings overlap

diagonally?

Does 
it have 

short stubby 
wings?

Do the 
short tails end 
in hooks? Look

carefully!

Does it have
segments?

Flattened
Mayfly nymph
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Pond Snail

Freshwater name trail

A key to invertebrates
of ponds and streams

Start here
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