
CIRENCESTER 
RAMBLERS
WALKS AROUND 
CIRENCESTER

2 BAUNTON AND 
RAGGED HEDGE WOOD

A circular walk from Cirencester Market 
Place visiting the villages of Stratton and 
Baunton and on to Ragged Hedge Wood

LENGTH 6 MILES / 9½ KILOMETRES

MAP OS EXPLORER OL45

ADVICE Stout footwear should be worn and waterproof 
clothing is advisable depending on weather conditions. The 
route is fairly level with an uphill section leaving Baunton.

WWW.CIRENCESTERRAMBLERS.ORG.UK

❹	�Follow the path and take a right turn by a 
forked yew tree, opposite the petrol station.

Follow path through woodland to a gap in a collapsed 
wall to open fields, walk straight on and follow path 
towards trees. Follow track around cricket ground 
to a junction turn left and fork left at next junction, 
bear left. Then straight on through woods to the 
Abbey Way. Turn right to traffic lights and cross 
using pedestrian crossing, turn left and follow 
pavement to Norman Arch, where you turn right 
through the arch back into the Abbey Grounds. 
Follow the path until you exit at the Market Place. •

BAUNTON AND RAGGED HEDGE WOOD

DID YOU KNOW?
Norman Arch: This 12th 
century gate house, the 
only surviving building 
of the Augustinian 
Abbey of St Mary, was 
an entrance to the 
Monastery until its 
Dissolution in 1539.

CIRENCESTER RAMBLERS
Keep fit, stay healthy, improve 

mental wellbeing, make new friends 
while exploring beautiful footpaths 

through unspoilt countryside
Walking is recognised as one of the best ways to maintain 
a healthy body and mind. Cirencester Ramblers provides 
a range of walks to get you fit and at the same time make 

new friends whilst enjoying our beautiful countryside.
Membership includes: nationally hundreds of led walks 
each week, discounts at many outdoor activity stores 

and the quarterly Walk magazine.
For further details see our website
www.cirencesterramblers.org.uk

To join Ramblers go to www.ramblers.org.uk/
get-involved/become-a-member

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, 
registered in England and Wales.

Company registration number: 4458492. Registered Charity in 
England and Wales number: 1093577. Registered office: 2nd floor, 

Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW4
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The Ramblers is Britain’s walking charity, working to safeguard 
the footpaths, the countryside and other places we go walking, 

and to encourage more people to take up walking.
© Cirencester Group July 2022

Maps contain OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2022



CIRENCESTER RAMBLERS WALKS AROUND CIRENCESTER BAUNTON AND RAGGED HEDGE WOOD

❶	�Leave Market Square/Parish Church and turn 
right into the Abbey Grounds, follow the

asphalt path and at split by main grounds take the left 
fork and continue on path to the Norman arch exit. 
Go through the arch and turn left, follow pavement 
to road junction in front of you and cross to the 
Jack Gardner Memorial Garden. Follow the green 
space with river on your left and at first road turn 
right. Using the traffic island cross the road, then left 
and right into Bowling Green Lane. Follow this road, 
then a track for 600m, to reach the cottages on your 
left (Drowners Cottages). Follow bridleway sign and 
fork right onto higher path. →

❷	�Keep following the bridleway, through a metal 
gate (with wood on your left) along the higher

route, through the second gate to a third gate and 
onto the lane. Turn left down the lane and after 50m 
turn right uphill at footpath sign before the fourth 
gate. Cross the stile and follow path through a small 
gate beside a garden and house to exit at large front 
gate onto The Whiteway. Turn left and with care 
keep on left hand edge to a road bridge over the 
bypass. Keep left and after the bridge look for the 
stile on the right hand side of the road and cross the 
stile and turn left onto farm track to stile on right 
hand side before Exhibition Barn. →

❸	�Cross the stile and follow permissive field 
boundary path for about 1km to a track by

woods. Turn right and follow the track through the 
woodland to a five bar wooden gate. Go through gate 
and turn left down the lane. Near the end of the lane 
turn right through the gap in the wall and follow path 
through woodland until you reach Burford Road. Turn 
right by electricity pole, follow pavement across 
entrance and exit junction of A417 and carry on to 
large road sign and turn right into woodland (allotments 
ahead). Turn left before allotments through roadside 
woodland (For an alternative route, turn right onto 
the lane and follow track through woodland.) →

DID YOU KNOW?
Jack Gardner Memorial 
Garden: The raised rose 
bed is on the site of a 
WWII Home Guard 
gun post.

DID YOU KNOW?
The White Way: A minor 
Roman road, which 
served a number of 
Roman villas to the north 
of Cirencester (Corinium).

DID YOU KNOW?
Tar Barrow: Bronze 
Age round barrow. 
Folklore tells in 1685 
two men digging here 
were attacked by a man 
wearing armour who had 
‘risen from his tomb’.
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